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.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ  tƎ п-р 

DǊŀƴǘ {ǇƻǘƭƛƎƘǘ tƎ с-мо 

5ƻŘƎŜǊǎ  tƎ мп 

hǾŜǊ ¢ƘŜ 9ŘƎŜ tƎ мр 

YƻǊŜŀƴ ²ŀǊ tƎ мс 

±! ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ tƎ мт 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ wŜǇƻǊǘ tƎ му-оо 

9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ  tƎ оп 

IƛƎƘŜǊ DǊƻǳƴŘ tƎ ор 
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This is our Korean War issue dedicated to all 
the PVA members who served in Korean 
War. Nationally out of the nearly 563 mem-
bers, there are only 22 members who served 
from our chapter. Read more page 16    

 

 

Read all the articles, and locate the 3 numbers in red and parentheses and in 

3 different locations. If these numbers match the last three numbers of your 

SSN in any order, give us a call to receive your check for $25.00 dollars. 

bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ²ƘŜŜƭŎƘŀƛǊ DŀƳŜǎ  

I take my hat off and 

congratulate Para-

lyzed Veterans of 

America (PVA) and 

the Department of 

Veterans Affairs cre-

ating a safe and Fun 

wheelchair games 

during this COVID-

19 pandemic.  

(more on page 3) 



 

 

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 

 

CALIFORNIAé THE 31ST STATE 

 

CHAPTER ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES  

Office Manager: Elizabeth Lara  

 

5901 E. 7th St.   

Bldg. 150 Room R-204 

Long Beach, CA 90822 

Phone: (562) 826-5713 

website: www.pvacc.org 

 
CONTACT US DIRECT:  
Elmer Jacobs: 909 489-2179 
elmer@pvacc.org 
 
Jose Reynoso: 818 422-2084 
jose@pvacc.org 
 
Elizabeth Lara 
elizabeth@pvacc.org 
 

ABOUT OUR NEWSLETTER:  
MOMENTUM!! is published Tri Monthly delivered to 
memberõs front door or to your email if you prefer.  If 
you would like a hard copy, or to be added to our mailing 
list please contact the chapter office.  
 
 
Follow us on your favorite Social Media 

tŀƎŜ н ±ƻƭǳƳŜΥ нм-лп  
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PVACC Chapter Directory 

 

FY20 Board of Directors 

Officers 

President :  Elmer Jacobs Jr. 

Vice Pres / Nat. Dir:  Jose Reynoso 

Secretary: Bob Molinatti 

Treasurer:  Alex Calvo 

Directors 

Teresa Gaspar 

Lamont Jacobs 

Charles Whitehead 

 

National Service Officers 

 

Ernest Bors M.D. SCI Center 

NSO: Enrique Chaves     

Secretary: Bertha Smith                 

5901 E 7th St. 

Bldg. 150 Room T-133 

Long Beach, CA 90822   

(562) 826-8000  ext. 13774 

 

Los Angeles Regional Office 

NSO: Allen Williams   

NSO: Joseph Phillipe 

Secretary: Sharon Patterson 

LA VA Regional Office 

11000 Wilshire Blvd. R 5208 

Los Angeles, CA 80024 

(310) 235-7796 

 

San Diego Regional Office 

NSO: Robert Kamei   

NSO: Eric Meekins 

Secretary: Samantha Galliher 

(619) 400-5320

https://www.instagram.com/blueskypromos/
https://www.facebook.com/blueskypromos/


 

 

tŀƎŜ о ±ƻƭǳƳŜΥ нм-лп  

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ¦ǇŘŀǘŜ 

The 2021 National Veterans Wheelchair Games 

in New York was a Hugh Success. I take my 

hat off and congratulate Paralyzed Veterans of 

America (PVA) and the Department of Veter-

ans Affairs creating a safe and Fun wheelchair 

games during this COVID-19 pandemic. We 

were screened tested for covid  every evening. 

New York was a Great host for the games. I 

had a Great time playing wheelchair basketball 

at Holcombe Rucker famous basketball court. 

Looking forward to next yearõs games in Tempe Arizona. 

California Chapter Team Apparel was the talk of the games. Our Over 

the Edge fundraiser was a safe, fun and a big success. We had over 50 

participants and approximately 30 wheelchair go Over The Edge. The 

Hilton hotel was a great host for our event. Mr. Dannenberg and Dr 

Nguyen both attended and supported our fundraiser. The National 

Veterans Summer Sports Clinic at Home is virtual this year from Sept. 

20th to 24th 2021. We are honored to team up with Summer Sports 

Clinic officials this year.  

Itõs an Honor and Privilege to work under the newly elected PVA Ex-

ecutive Leaders with Mr. Charles Brown at the helm. I have already 

seen the wheels of change turning in the right direction. Looking for-

ward to do our part to make our country a better place for the disabled 

population. California Chapter will continue to make lives better for 

Paralyzed Veterans and their fam-

ilies wherever and however we 

can virtually or in person. 

 

Your Humble Servant, 

Elmer Jacobs Jr, President 

aha9b¢¦aΗΗ   
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tŀƎŜ п ±ƻƭǳƳŜΥ нм-лп  

(ʵ) 

DǊŜƎ !ϥ[ǳǊŜŘŜ 

5ŀǾƛŘ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴ 

WŜǊǊȅ !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ 

!ƴǘƘƻƴȅ !ȊȊŀǊƛ 

bƛŎŀƴƻǊ .ŀŘŀ 

wƻƴŀƭŘ .ŀƭǾŜǊ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ŀǝǎǘŜ 

{ƛƭǾŜǊƛƻ  .ŀǳƭ 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ .ŜŎƪ 

5Ŝƴƴƛǎ .ƛǊŎƘ 

YŜƛǘƘ .Ǌƻǿƴ aƛƭƭŜǊ 

[ŀǊǊȅ .ǳǘŎƘŜǊ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ /ŀǎǘǊƻ 

/ŀǊȅƴ /ƻƭŜ 

[ƛƴŘŀ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ 

aŀǊƪ /ƻƻƪ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ƻƻǇŜǊ 

¢ŜǊǊȅ 5ŜŀƴŜ 

IŜƛŘƛ 5ŜDǳȊƳŀƴ 

wŀȅƳƻƴŘ 5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴ 

9ƭƳŜǊ CŀǊƪŀǎ 

WƻŜ Cƛǎƪ 

²ŀȅƴŜ CƭŜƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

DŜƻǊƎŜ  DŜƴǘǊȅ 

!ǊŜǧŀ DƻǧƪŜ 

{Ŝŀƴ [ŀȅǘƻƴ 

YŀǊŜƴ 9 [ŜŜ 

wǳŘȅ Y [ŜŜ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ [ƻŜƘǊŜǊ 

wǳŘȅ aŀǊǝƴ 

wƛŎŀǊŘƻ aŀǊǝƴŜȊ 

5ȅƭŀƴ aŎ/ƭŀƛƴ 

Wŀǎƻƴ aŜƛŜǊ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aƻǊƛŜƭ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aǳƴǊƻŜ 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ vǳƛƴƭŀƴ 

wŀŦŀŜƭ wŀƴƎŜƭ 

{ŀƭǾŀŘƻǊ wƛƻǎ 

WŜǊǊȅƭ wƛǘŀ 

aŀǊȅ wƻǇŜƭ 

tŜŘǊƻ {ŀƴŎƘŜȊ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ {ŎƘǿŀǊǘȊ 

WƻǎŜǇƘ {ŜƎŀǊǊŀ 

WŀƳŜǎ {ƛƭŎƻŎƪ 

WŜǊŜƭȅƴ {ƳƛǘƘ 

wƻōŜǊǘ {ƻǘƻ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ {ǘŀƴǎŜƭƭ 

5ŀǾƛŘ {ǿƛƊ 

9ŘǳŀǊŘƻ ¢ƛƴƻŎƻ 

²ŀƭǘŜǊ ±ŀƴŎŜ 

!ƭŀƴ ¸ƻǳƴƎ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ ½Ŝƭƛƴǎƪƛ 

tŜǘŜǊ ½ƻŜǘŜƳŜƭƪDǊŜƎ 

 

 

   

aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ !ƴŘŜǊǎŜƴ 

[ŀǊǊȅ !ǊƴƻƭŘ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ .ŀƪƪŜƴ 

Iƻƭƭȅ .ŜǊŎƛƪ 

5ŀƴƴȅ .ǳƭƭ 

!ŘǊƛŀƴ /ƘŀǾƛǊŀ 

/ŀǊƭǘƻƴ /ƛǎŎƻ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ /ƻƻƪ 

[ŜƘƳŀƴ  /ƻǇŜƭŀƴŘ 

WƻƘƴ /ǳƴƴƛǳǎ 

5ŀǊǊȅƭ 5ŀǾƛǎ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ 5ƻǊǎŜǧ 

²ŀǊƳŀƴ 9Ƴ 

bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ DƻƴȊŀƭŜǎ 

DŀǊȅ DǊŀȅ 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ DǳȊƳŀƴ 

YŜƴǊƛŎƪ IŀȅƭƻŎƪ 

[Ŝƻ IŀȅƴŜǎ 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊƻ IŜǊƴŀƴŘŜȊ 

5ŀǾƛŘ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ 



 

 

5ŀǾŜ aŀǊȊŀƴ 

/ƻǊƛƴƴŜ aŎ/ƻƴƪƭŜ 

5ŀƴƴȅ aŜŀŘƻǊ 

[ŀǾŜǊƴŜ bŜǳƘŀǳǎ 

5ŀƴƛŜƭ tŀƭŀŎƛƻǎ 

¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ tƻƛƴǘŜǊ 

IǳōŜǊǘ wŜȅƴƻƭŘǎ 

WƻǎŜ wŜȅƴƻǎƻ 

aŀǧƘŜǿ wƻōƛƴǎƻƴ 

WƻƘƴ {ŀƭƛǎōǳǊȅ 

[ƻǳƛǎ {ƳƛǘƘ 

!ƴǘƘƻƴȅ ¢ŜƳōƭŀŘƻǊ 

wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘƛƳǎ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ¢ǊǳƧƛƭƭƻ 

WŀƳŜǎ ±ŜǊƴŜǎǎ 

IŀǊǾŜȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ 

¢ƻƳƳȅ ²ŀǘǎƻƴ 

9ǊƴŜǎǘ ²Ŝōō 

wƻōŜǊǘ ²ƘŜǘǎǘƻƴŜ 

/ƘŜǊȅƭ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ 

 

 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ  !ōŀŘ 

aŀƴǳŜƭ !ƭƻƴǎƻ 

CǊŜŘ !ǳǎǝƴ 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ .ƭŀŎƪƳŀƴ 

!ǊŘŀǘƘ .ƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ-aŜŀǊǎ 

{ǘŜǾŜƴ .ƻǿŜǊǎ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜǎ  /ŀǘŜǎ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ /ƻƭŜ 

WŀƳŜǎ /ƻȄ 

{ŀƭǾŀǘƻǊŜ CƛǧŀƴǘŜ 

wƻōŜǊǘƻ CƭƻǊŜǎ 

WƻƘƴ Dŀƭƭŀƴǘ 

DǊŜƎƻǊȅ DŀƭƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ IŀǊƪƴŜǎǎ 

±ŀƴŜǎǎŀ IǳƎƘŜǎ 

¢ƻƪƛ Yŀǘǎǳƪƛ 

¢ƛƳƻǘƘȅ YŜƭƭŜȅ 

5ŀƭŜ YƭŜƛƴƪƴƛƎƘǘ 

WƻǎŜǇƘ YƴƻȄ 

wƻōŜǊǘ [Ŝ.ƭŀƴŎ 

9ŘǿŀǊŘ [ƛŘȅƻũ 

tŀǘǊƛŎƪ aŀǊƻƭŘŀ 

!ǳƎǳǎǝƴŜ aŀǊǝƴŜȊ 

[ŀǊǊȅ aŀǘƘŜƴȅ 

/ŀǊƭƻǎ aŜƧƛŀ 

5ƻǊƛǎ aƻŶǧ 

LƎƴŀŎƛƻ aƻƴǘƻȅŀ 

.Ǌƛŀƴ bƻǊŘǎǘǊƻƳ 

WŀƳŜǎ tŀǧƻƴ 

WƻƘƴ tƻƪƛǇŀƭŀ 

wǳōŜƴ wŀȅƳǳƴŘƻ 

WŜǎǳǎ wŜǾƛƭƭŀ 

YŜƴƴŜǘƘ wƘŜŜ 

Wǳǎǝƴƛŀƴƻ wƻōƭŜǎ 

²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ wƻȅ 

wŀȅƳƻƴŘ {ŎƘǿŀŎƘ 

aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ {ŜǾŜǊǎƻƴ 

aƛŎƘŀŜƭ  {ƳƛǘƘ 

wƻōŜǊǘ {ƳƛǘƘ 

!ƭƻƴȊƻ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ 

[ŀǊǊȅ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 

YŀǊŜƴ ¢ǊƻǧŜǊ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƻǇƘŜǊ ¦ǘƭŜȅ 

aƻƘŀƴ ±ŀƭƭŀōƘŀǇǳǊŀǇǳ 

aŀǊƪ ²ƛƴǎƘƛǇ 

aha9b¢¦aΗΗ   
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GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTENé 

Members who we have recently learned of                

their passing.  

Daniel R. Pierson 

Robert P. Eads 

Maddisen Canfield 

Kenneth R. Alexander 

Rudy R. Gonzales 

John H. Wiley 

Ronald J. Seibert 

Mitchell J. Andersen 

Ronald D. Lang 

BIRTHDAY WISHES  

You should receive a phone call from our 

òBirthday Crewó during your birthday month 

wishing you a happy birthday in our attempt 

to reach 100% of our members this year.   

We do hope to reach out to all of you with 

birthdays in those months as well just to say 

òhelloó and make sure we have good contact 

information. 

If you would like to volunteer to be part of the 

òBirthday Crewó and volunteer some time to 

call members, please let us know and we will 

gladly accept your help. 

Robert L Price Jr. 

Kenneth Rhee 

Artis M. Flanagan 

Vincent Smith 

Justin T. Sweet 

Ronald L. Sterk 

NEW MEMBERS  

Transferred into chapter 

Jacqueline Baskett 

Transferred out chapter 

Dennis Birch 
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tŀƎŜ с ±ƻƭǳƳŜΥ нм-лп  

We made ten trip to Yosemite, CA. Many acces-
sible trails and accesses to lakes, are being up-
graded right now. I Kayaked with Leila, seven 
days on Tenaya Lake inside park, it had accessi-
ble shorelines.  

Toured Bridgeport in Virginia Lakes CA.  

Everyone needs experience. 

I stayed in Lee Vining CA, RV. Tent parks but 
many motels and campgrounds accessible.. 

 

Wendy and Leila 

Dw!b¢ {th¢[LDI¢Υ ²ŜƴŘȅ ŀƴŘ [Ŝƛƭŀ  
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On October 4, 2021, my stepfather & I attended the LA Charger vs 
Las Vegas Raiders Game.  We got to the stadium about 3 hours before 
the game started to ensure I got an accessible parking space.  I met up 
with my friend Rudy Cruz and his family, season ticketholders, who 
were tailgating.  I got my much-needed exercise looking for them. 
 
Rudy & I are both Charger fans, but the first thing I notice was there 
appeared to be more Raider fans than Charger fans.  This was evident 
when the Chargers came onto the field the crowd was booing and 

w h e n  t h e 
Raiders came 
onto the field 
the crowd was cheering.  Who boos their home team?  
One would have thought we were in Las Vegas.  Howev-
er, the Chargers answered back by scoring early and domi-
nating the first half.  The Raiders started scoring in the 3rd 
quarter, but by the 4th quarter it was evident the Chargers 
pretty much cinched the win. 
 
Other than the 
Chargers win-
ning decisively 
(28 ð 14) I have 
some notables 
that deserve 

honorable mention.  To begin with October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month.  They interviewed a number of athletes who lost someone to 
cancer (not just breast cancer) and during half-time ladies walked onto 
the football field in pink polo shirts propping six pink stars and a large 
pink ribbon.  
 
In addition, I asked a couple of Raider fans for direction in search of my friend Rudy.  They asked me if I was a 
Raider fan and I said, òOf courseéwho isnõt (Iõm a Charger fan mind you)?  They were more than generous with 
their time and quite useful.   
 
Furthermore, the Chargers & Pechanga Resort Casino partnered up and had Sofi Stadium 
employees tossing out white t-shirts with both their logos into the crowd.  A raider fan, 

sitting a couple of seats from me, actually caught 
one and offered it to me.  He said, òI donõt like 
the Chargers, but you do.ó  I thanked him for the 
t-shirt.   
 
Iõm not a wealthy man and football tickets are 
expensive. Did I forget to mention I sat at the 50-
yard line?  So, in conclusion, I want to thank the 
CPVA for funding the event.  I had a great even-
ing, and I was able to enjoy it with family and 
friends. 

Dw!b¢ {th¢[LDI¢Υ ²ŀȅƴŜ !Φ ²ŀǎǎŜƭƭ    
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I want to thank the PVACC for your support in giving me the opportunity 
to participate in the wheelchair tennis tournament in Hilton Head.  I think it 
is a great opportunity to give our disabled veterans support in being involved 
with sports activities to motivate ourselves and others.  This is my first grant 
application and the process was very easy and I hope to continue to have the 
PVACC support in future athletic events.    

 

Here is a little bit about myself and my history: 

 

Born and raise in North East Ohio by a military family.  I joined the Army 
out of high school in the midst of the beginning of the Gulf War in 1990 
and served as a Long Range Recon Team member in the 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion and the 101st Airborne.   I would consider myself still an extreme sport 
enthusiast who has an artistic side. Due to my innate athletic ability, my life 
has been strongly influenced by being an elite athlete and throwing myself 
into adrenaline packed activities.  It is my nature to master anything that I 
practice, and instruct others on reaching their full potential.   Therefore, I 
have been a certified personal trainer, a kickboxing instructor, a licensed 
massage therapist, massage therapy instructor, a yoga instructor, and a First 
Aid & CPR Instructor, among many other things. However, on September 

29, 2002, my life changed dramatically. I had a skydiving accident which resulted in a lower level (L1) spinal cord 
injury.  I am able to walk, but I use a wheelchair to minimize the pain and to help 
me get around a lot faster. I could have decided to hang up my athletic passions, 
but I decided to take up competitive wheelchair tennis. After 3 years of improving 
my game, I was ranked 3rd in the US for Men's A division. Competing has allowed 
me to travel all over the country playing tennis and, just in the last few years, mono-
skiing. Currently, I have a  Masters degree in Human Services and Counseling May 
2009. I completed my Bachelors in Mass Communication with a minor in Coaching 
& Art from MTSU in 2006.  I am also a Level 1 CrossFit Certified Trainer. I enjoy 
continually evolving on this Earth, and every day I am trying to live life to the full-
est. I was working with the PVA at the VA as a Vocational Rehabilitation Counse-
lor Intern, helping others who seek to reach their fullest potential realize.  I did a 
fellowship through the Mission Continues as a vocational rehab intern with the 
PVA.  This opportunity lead me to a position as a National Service Officer in 
2010.  I have since left and started a nonprofit and now host veterans for retreats at 
the CompoundHQ.org. 

Dw!b¢ {th¢[LDI¢Υ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tŀǳƭ    



 

 

Dw!b¢ {th¢[LDI¢Υ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ ²ƘƛǧŀƪŜǊ    
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I want to take a moment to thank the Paralyzed 

Veterans of America California Chapter for as-

sisting me financially to attend my daughterõs 

wedding. I have not seen her in a few years be-

cause of my health and the Coronavirus. Iõm ex-

tremely happy to have escorted my daughter 

down the aisle. Hereõs a few pics of the wedding 

and the ranch in South Carolina.   


