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President/Nat. Dir:  

Jose Reynoso 

Email: Jose@pvacc.org 

Vice President: 

Elmer Jacobs Jr. 

Email: Elmer@pvacc.org 

Secretary: Bob Molinatti 

Email: Bob@pvacc.org 

Director: Leif Meisinger 

Email: Leif@pvacc.org 

Director: Sarah LaBrada 

Email: Sarah@pvacc.org 

Director: Charles Whitehead 

Email: CWhitehead@pvacc.org 

Director: Lamont Jacob 

Email: Lamont@pvacc.org 

THE Board of  Directors  

Director: Marjorie Finnagan 

Email: Margie@pvacc.org 

Director: Arthur Lyles 

Email: Arthur@pvacc.org 

Treasurer: Teresa Gaspar 

Email: Teresa@pvacc.org 

Executive Director: Martha Varela 

Email: Martha@pvacc.org 

GR/S.E.C: Michael Nguyen 

Email: Michael@pvacc.org 

Office Manager: Elizabeth Lara 

Email: Elizabeth@pvacc.org 

THE 

Staff 



 National Service Officers 

O FFICE 

Page 3 

Office Manager: Elizabeth Lara 

elizabeth@pvacc.org 

GR/Special Events Coordinator: 

Michael Nguyen 

Michael @pvacc.org 

A  BOUT OUR NEWSLETTER:  

MOMENTUM!! is published Tri Monthly. 
Please read more on  www.pvacc.org 

FREE DODGER TICKETS 

ERNES BORS M.D. SCI CENTER 

NSO: Enrique Chavez 

Secretary: Bertha Smith 

Phone: (562) 826-8000 ext. 3774 

LOS ANGELES REGIONAL OFFICE 

NSO: Allen Williams 

NSO: Joseph Phillipe 

Secretary: Sharon Patterson 

Phone: (310) 235-7796 

SAN DIEGO REGIONAL OFFICE 

NSO: Robert Kamei 

NSO: Eric Meekins 

Secretary: Samantha Galliher 

Phone: (619) 400-5320 

Contact the nearest Paralyzed Veterans of America National Service Of-

fice to learn more or file a VA claim. If any one of Paralyzed Veterans’ 72 

National Service Offices are not in your area, contact the Veterans Bene-

fits Department for help. 

For veterans or family members looking for assistance with learning 
about or applying for VA benefits, a local National Service Officer stands 
ready to assist. National Service Officers are accredited experts in VA 
benefits and legally represent veterans, dependents, and survivors before 
the VA and Board of Veterans Appeals. 

Paralyzed Veterans of America specializes in providing services for veter-
ans and service members who are severely injured or suffer disabling dis-
eases. Services are free of charge and are offered from the time of disabil-
ity to end of life. 

Honorably discharged military veterans with pa-

ralysis due to a dysfunction of  the spinal cord 

should contact the Paralyzed Veterans National 

Office or the local chapter to determine eligibility.  

Please send an email to  

tickets@pvacc.org 

Martha Varela 

Email: Martha@pvacc.org 

Phone number: (651) 238-2859 

5901 E. 7th Street. 

Bldg. 150 Room R-204 

Long Beach, CA 90822 

Phone: (562) 826-5713 

info@pvacc.org 

Website: www.pvacc.org 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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President’s Update 

As the heat keeps intensifying on our 

California shores, we started finding 

ways to cool down not only ourselves 

but also our members. The California 

Chapter has started to partner up with 

other organizations such as American 

Legion that will allow our members to 

ride out in the beautiful California 

waves, a “Day at the Bay at Newport 

Beach” and allow us to get a private 

dock so we can easily transfer our mem-

bers. Who wouldn’t want to go out surf-

ing, kayaking, paddle boarding or any 

other water related sport events right? 

Especially with the heat that has risen 

over 3 digits this past week, spending 

some time getting some fresh salty wa-

ter couldn’t hurt.  

We are fortunate that we have numerous 

beaches and with it, many people that 

would love to help disabled veterans get 

out and get some sun and possibly ride 

the waves. Oh yeah, there are groups 

out there that would love to take a disa-

bled veteran out surfing and get the feel 

of the waves as I know firsthand, it was 

a great experience being back in the wa-

ter riding that surfboard and feeling the 

waves crashing down as you go along 

for the ride. I mean, what better therapy 

than to be out in the water with the Cali-

fornia sun shining bright down on you? 

Also having great company with you 

and the exciting camaraderie felt from 

meeting new people. For those that have 

never done any water sporting events or 

have never been in the water, it’s never 

too late to try something new or to 

check a line off your bucket list right?!  

This is and will be one of many events 

that we are introducing to our members. 

So not only can our members say they 

went out and about but went out with a 

purpose and achieved something they 

never thought possible in their condition 

and to see the smiles on their faces. 

There is possibly no better outcome 

than when you see your members and 

their family enjoying an event that they 

finish off with a huge smile and say 

they can’t wait to try it again. The goal 

will be to have as many summer-related 

events available for our members, if the 

climate will allow us to participate. Alt-

hough granted California rarely has any 

crazy weather, every now and then it 

does tend to give us some unpredicted 

weather. All in all, we are in a perfect 

location to enjoy what Long Beach, 

California has to offer, and we will take 

advantage of this to achieve the best 

possible outcome for our members and 

their families, in a safe and reasonable 

manner.  We are looking forward to 

planning more events like this for our 

members! 

 

Jose Reynoso, President &  

National Director 
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National Veterans Wheelchair Games, Tempe Arizona 

Bronze medals. GREAT 

JOB!!!! Looking forward to the 

42nd NVWG’s in Portland Or-

egon next year. 

The  Long  Beach  VA 

Healthcare Center and Spinal 

Cord Injury and /Disorder 

(SCI/D) Center have done an 

Excellent job keep veteran safe 

in southern California while 

keeping the virus away. I kind 

of like the video teleconferenc-

ing and working from home, 

but I do miss seeing my broth-

er, sisters and family in person. 

Long Beach VA construction 

of the new in-patient and out-

patient mental health facilities 

and the 120 bed Community 

Living Center are over 50% 

complete. There’s even talk 

about a new SCI/D center to 

be completed in time for the 

2028 Los Angeles Olympics. 

Guess who will be the hosting 

chapter? 

It’s an Honor and Privilege to 

work under the newly elected 

PVA Executive Leaders with 

Mr. Charles Brown at the helm. 

I have already seen the wheels 

of change turning in the right 

direction. Looking forward to 

partiscipate to make our coun-

try a better place for the disa-

bled population. California 

Chapter will continue to make 

lives better for Paralyzed Veter-

ans and their families wherever 

and however we can virtually 

or in person.  

Your Humble Servant, 

Elmer Jacobs Jr, Vice President 

Paralyzed Veterans of America 

California Chapter 

National Veterans  

Wheelchair Games  

National Veterans Wheel-

chair Games athletes come 

from nearly every generation 

of veterans, from World War 

II to the most recent con-

flicts in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

From newly injured first-time 

competitors to Paralympic 

athletes, each veteran brings 

his or her own unique story 

of recovery through strength 

and perseverance.  

Vice President’s Update 

We are still social distancing, 

warring N95/Surgical face mask 

getting tested for any cold sys-

tems. SCI has authorized boost-

er shots for Veterans and their 

caregivers. Get your shots and 

stay safe. We are still not back 

in our office yet and this 

COVID Virus has the Long 

Beach VA Healthcare center in 

yellow post phase. You can visit 

an inpatient by making an ap-

pointment. Is this our new way 

of life dealing with air born vi-

ruses? Nevertheless, I think this 

is going to be a Great year 

The 41st National Veterans 

Wheelchair Games in Tempe 

Arizona was VERY HOT 116 

degrees!! Our 4-chapter athletes 

won 5 Gold, 1 Silver and 4 
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I joined PVACC in April and what an adventure it has 

been! Amongst the challenges I have faced, I am happy 

to report that we have successfully accomplished some 

very big tasks in the first five months. First, we success-

fully brought in a financial consultant to help us get a 

handle on our finances. Secondly, we successfully voted 

in a new treasurer and a strong finance committee who 

voted on a workable budget for the new fiscal year.  

 

Fiscal year 2022 will also incorporate ongoing board de-

velopment training to help build up the important role 

our Board Members play in the organizational develop-

ment of the California Chapter. I am also excited for the 

recent board leadership changes and the incorporation 

of several new board members. There is a new excite-

ment in the air, from both new and veteran board mem-

bers. We have also held off the sale of our apartment 

building Casa Colinas, or more commonly known as 

Casa Corazon, and have become more informed and 

more involved with the operational functions of Casa 

Corazon and will be forming a separate Board of Direc-

tors to oversee the very important housing Casa Cora-

zon provides in the City of Long Beach. 

 

In the next 3-6 months I will be focusing my attention 

on the important tasks of fundraising, grant writing and 

rebuilding important community bridges. As an US Ar-

my Veteran, it is important for us to connect and part-

ner with other Veteran serving agencies in Southern Cal-

ifornia to increase our exposure and involvement in key 

veteran issues like benefit assistance, and access to key 

community resources needed to strengthen the member-

ship of PVACC. We will be looking for creative new 

ways to restructure our current program models. Build-

ing community partnerships will help create new ways to 

provide meaningful social recreation activities for many 

of our members who have been isolated due the pan-

demic. More volunteer recruitment from large corpora-

tions, more community involvement from local veteran 

supportive businesses and connections to local govern-

ment officials will be the key to making our fundraising 

efforts successful.  

 

Although I have my work cut out for me, I am up to the 

challenge and have the support from ten solid military 

veterans on my team. I have a newfound passion for the 

work I do and have been in awe at the motivation and 

appreciation for life that the PVACC members have and 

am extremely happy to be leading the charge toward a 

bigger and better California Chapter. I am also equally 

committed to increasing the involvement of our female 

veterans and prioritizing the diversity, equity and inclu-

sion of our membership as we charter the ship forward. 

Although we have not been able to get back into our 

offices just, yet we are looking at ways to address our 

impatient members needs as well as our membership at 

large. Your feedback would be welcomed, and I look 

forward to getting to know more of our members. Call 

me or email me anytime. My door is always open.  

 

In service, 

 

Martha Varela 

Martha Varela, MPA  

Army Veteran  

Executive Director Update 

Martha Varela 

Executive Director 
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PVACC Community Events 

 

Mike Nguyen  

Government Relations Director 
and Special Events Coordinator 

 

The chapter has been strategiz-
ing to reach out to new mem-

bers and enhance outreach the surrounding community. 

 

Since April PVACC has been working to get back into the 
community outreach. The chapter’s presence is now well 
established in the Veteran Communities, and we are re-
building our volunteer.  

 

PVACC was invited to be a participant in the Veterans Re-
source Fair in April at Century Villages of Cabrillo’s 
“Spring Fling” in Long Beach. Century Villages or CVC 
serves as steward, manager, and coordinator for the 27-acre 
campus community. CVC creates the physical and social 
conditions where collaborating programs can succeed in 
overcoming homelessness. As a social enterprise, CVC en-
gages in property management, real estate development, 
and community development activities, all uniformly geared 
around the vision of breaking the cycle of homelessness. 
CVC is located at the former Long Beach Naval Station 
Base housing. 

 

PVACC was also invited to participate in the Orange Coast 
College’s Veterans Resource Fair. This event was a great 
opportunity to meet other Veterans Resource Providers 
and talk to OCC students about volunteer opportunities 
with the chapter. The Orange Coast College’s Student Vet-
erans office is primarily purpose is to assist with acquiring 
and using VA education benefits additional guidance or 
resources. 

 

All the hard work that went to outreach paid off when 
the chapter was invited to participate in The Frank Clark 
Football Camp Saturday June 25th, at Lynwood High 
School.  Operation Confidence, a grassroots 501CS in the 
San Fernando Valley, in collaboration with Paralyzed Vet-
erans of America California Chapter and ProCamp pro-
vided local kids a free football camp that included honor-
ing America’s Veterans for the first time ever! Frank 
Clark and his coaches, some of who were veterans of-
fered tips and hands on instruction, fundamental football 
skills stations, and non-contact games in a high energy, 

fun, and positive environment which also included some 
skills and drills for PVACC Veterans.   

 

Future Events in the planning stages: 

City of Paramount Veterans Day Event. We are currently 
working with the City of Paramount’s Parks and Recreation 
Department to host our chapter at the City’s Veterans Day 
Celebration. More details to follow! 

BBQ for SCI in-patients. We are planning a BBQ for the in
-patient members at the SCI building in time for the holi-
days. We are in the initial planning stages with NuVision 
Credit Union to get volunteers and help with cooking.  

 

JFTB Los Alamitos Base Tours for PVACC members. 

 

The chapter staff is in the initial planning stages with JFTB 
Los Alamitos’ Public Affairs office to provide a private tour 
of the base. We are currently surveying the base to ensure 
that every participant can enjoy this special event. The base 
tour is planned to provide the following: 

 

Windshield Tour of the flight line UH-60 Blackhawk crew 
briefing Tour and familiarization on Engagement Skills 
Trainer 



41
st

 National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games (NVWG) in Tempe Arizona  

By: Elmer Jacobs Jr. 

Arrival at Airport, greeting and luggage assistance and transportation 
by VA & Tempe School District daily temperature in Tempe Arizona 
was 116 Degrees.  

Day 1 at  The 41st National Veterans Wheelchair Games kicked off 

today in Tempe, Arizona! 

A pickleball exhibition helped kick off the first day of the National 
Veterans Wheelchair Games in Tempe, Arizona. #pno2022 
#NVWG2022  

 
Day 2 of c the 41st National Veterans Wheelwqqwwwwwqwe've25th 
chair Games has kicked off! Archery has started at Ability360 Sports 
& Fitness Center in Phoenix, and table tennis is in action at the Sun 

Devil Fitness Center in Tempe!

 
#NVWG Cheering on Jerry at the air pistol 
comp 
Veterans get excited for Day 2 of the 2022 Na-
tional Veterans Wheelchair Games taking place 
this week in Tempe, Ariz. #pno2022 
#NVWG2022  
 

Powerlifting just finished up at the 41st Nation-
al Veterans Wheelchair Games at the Arizona 
State University Sun Devil Fitness Complex in 
Tempe, Arizona!

 
 

The 41st National Veterans Wheelchair Games 
is at AMF Tempe Village Lanes in Tempe, Ari-
zona, for bowling today!

 
 

Shoutout to Vitalant for sponsoring our 

#AdaptiveTableTennis event at our National  
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Veterans Wheelchair  
 
Games, co-presented by PVA, Adaptive Sports and 
Arts - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and 2022 
local host Phoenix VA Health Care System, at the 
Sun Devil Fitness! We are overwhelmed by your sup-
port for our #Veteran #AdaptiveAthletes, 
#AdaptiveSports, and the 2022 #WheelchairGames. 

Learn More: wheelchairgames.org. 
 

More Photos: flic.kr/s/aHBqjzTE2M. 
 

Thank you, Deloitte, for sponsoring 
#AdaptivePowerlifting at our National Veterans 
Wheelchair Games at Sun Devil Fitness! We are so 
grateful that #DeloitteSupports our nation’s  
#Veteran #AdaptiveAthletes and 
#AdaptiveSports. 
 

Read more about the 2022 #WheelchairGames, co-
presented by PVA and Adaptive Sports and Arts - 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and local host 
Phoenix VA Health Care System: wheelchair-
games.org. 
 

More Photos: flic.kr/s/aHBqjzTBFC. 

More wheelchair basketball at the 41st National Veterans 

Wheelchair Games at the Arizona State University Fitness 

Complex in Tempe, Arizona!1 

Wheelchair softball and field events (shot put, discus and jave-
lin) kick off this morning’s National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games at Bell Bank Park in Mesa, Ariz. #wheelchairgames 
#pno2022 

All good things must come to 
an end but not without some 
Para Disc Golf. Veterans en-
joyed the closing day of the 
2022 National Veterans Wheel-
chair Games competing in disc 
golf before making their way 
back to their home states. 
#pno2022 #NVWG2022  
Read the full story here - 
 

Our #Veteran 

#AdaptiveAtheltes played such 

 FIRE #WheelchairBasketba

ll at Sun Devil Fitness that they 

raised the temperature in Tem-

pe, Arizona!  

Thank you, The Boeing Company, for sponsoring 
#WheelchairBasketball at the National Veterans Wheelchair 
Games. We are so grateful that #BoeingInspires our PVA, 
Adaptive Sports and Arts - U.S. Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and Phoenix VA Health Care System athletes to compete 
fiercely at the #WheelchairGames. 
 
Click Here for More Information on #AdaptiveSports: wheel-
chairgames.org. 
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More Photos: flic.kr/s/aHBqjzTDWX. 
 
Our #Veteran #AdaptiveAtheltes played such 
 FIRE #WheelchairBasketball at Sun Devil 
Fitness that they raised the temperature in Tem-
pe, Arizona!  
 

Thank you, The Boeing Company, for sponsor-
ing #WheelchairBasketball at the National Vet-
erans Wheelchair Games. We are so grateful that 
#BoeingInspires our PVA, Adaptive Sports and 
Arts - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
Phoenix VA Health Care System athletes to 
compete fiercely at the #WheelchairGames. 
 

Click Here for More Information on 
#AdaptiveSports:  
wheelchairgames.org. 
 

Thank you, The Boeing Company, for sponsor-
ing #WheelchairBasketball at the National Vet-
erans Wheelchair Games. We are so grateful that 
#BoeingInspires our PVA, Adaptive Sports and 
Arts - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, and 
Phoenix VA Health Care System athletes to 
compete fiercely at the #WheelchairGames. 
 
Click Here for More Information on 
#AdaptiveSports: wheelchairgames.org. 
 

More Photos: flic.kr/s/aHBqjzTDWX. 
 

Thank you so much to Prudential for powering 

9-ball at our 2022 National Veterans Wheelchair 

Games, co-presented by PVA, Adaptive Sports 

and Arts - U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs, 

and local host Phoenix VA Health Care System. 

We are grateful you sponsored this 

#AdaptiveSports event at the Sun Devil Fitness 

and support our #Veteran #AdaptiveAthletes at 

the #WheelchairGames.Read More: wheelchair-

games.org.  

At the 2022 National 
Veterans Wheelchair 
Games in Tempe, Ari-
zona, our #Veteran 
#AdaptiveAthletes ea-
gerly competed in 
#AdaptiveBoccia at Sun 
Devil Fitness. Thank 
you, Manheim Phoenix, 
for sponsoring this 
#AdaptiveSport and 
your commitment to 
“#OurMissionIsYours.”  
 

Learn more about the 

2022 

#WheelchairGames, co-

presented by PVA and 

Adaptive Sports and 

Arts - U.S. Department 

of Veterans Affairs, 

with local host Phoenix 

VA Health Care System: 

wheelchairgames.org  T
em

p
e 

A
ri

zo
n

a 
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The Medal count was California Chap-
ter athletes won 5 Gold, 1 Silver and 4 
Bronze medals.  

PVACC Bowling League  

The Paralyzed Veterans of America, California Chapter 

Bowling League is an eight months event Sep-May, held 

at Bowlero, 1501 S. Lemon St. Fullerton, CA 92832. 

Each game consists of three divisions based on handi-

capped bowling scores. Each division competes for cash 

prices. Typically, on Thursday nights the bowling partic-

ipants are paired with able-bodied partners to compete 

in an up down competition.  

If you would like more information please email Linda 

Pratt at Prattlinda54@yahoo.com  

LET’S BOWL!!! 

Mohan Vallabhapurapu 

Dear Martha, Elmer and 
BOD,  I want to take this 
opportunity to Thank 
You and BOD for ap-
proving the Joe Fox 
Funding for the item 1 for 
Fiscal Year 2021-2022, 
and for Item 2. Funding 
for Fiscal Year 2022-2023 
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Alejandro (Alex)  
Calvo Guerrero 

  
7/20/1969 - 6/22/2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alex joined PVA California Chapter 1996 to 2022, 26 years Alex 
was a member, he served as a Board Member (BOD), Sports 
and Recreation Chairman for VA Sports EXPO many years and 
Treasurer.  
 
Some might remember Angela Madsen our Marine member, US 
Olympian who through the Javelin 2016 and won a Bronze in 
Discus in 2012, played wheelchair basketball and was trying to 
accomplish a world record rowing across the atlantic ocean 
from US to Hawaii last year when she passed away in June 22, 
2021. June 22 will be a day to remember our Brother & Sister. 
RIH!! Angles from the East & West!! 
 
“Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure, you are loved 
beyond words and missed beyond measure.” 
Alex my dear brother the celebration of you will continue in all 
of those that knew and loved you.  I will never forget the life 
lessons you shared and I will always remember “The Shit you 
did” — and check my excuses at the door. Thank you for being 
you.   
 
We are all here for Julie And Ryder Calvo - we have your 
six.  Rest easy my dear friend 
 
Alex’s Celebration of Life is was Saturday July 16, 2022. I want-
ed to share some more information for those attending.   
 
The Atlanta Braves will be playing the Nationals and we’ll have 
the game streaming. Feel free to wear the Braves team colors 
for their number one fan!  Julie has created a great playlist and 
ordered some Puerto Rican and Cuban food to honor Alex .  If 
you’d like to bring a salad, dessert or drinks to share, feel free…
but please, no obligations. 
 
Julie, Ryder and additional family are looking forward to seeing 
everyone and sharing happy memories. 
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Las Vegas Nevada is not the only lights, machines and show in town. There is another strip in town as well! 

If you're looking for a fun spot, vacation or entertainment, the Las Vegas Speedway drag strip is just 15 miles north east of 
the city and is packed with excitement and is very accessible to anyone in a wheelchair. 

If you like cars, speed, drag racing, classic car shows, outside music entertainment, car-parts-swap-meet, tailgating and not 
to mention low flying Air Force fighter jets from Nellis Air Base; It all together provides for a pretty exciting day at the 
races for the whole family. 

The speedway has two different race tracks for drag racing and oval track racing. I attended the drag races. 

Thanks To The Paralyzed Veterans Association Scholarship program, I was able to take it all in, close and upfront on 17-
20 March at the Las Vegas Speedway. 

It was the greatest time of entertainment I'd had in a long while, and to all my fellow veterans I encourage you to take an 
opportunity to go to the races if you've never been. 

I had a special invitation to hang out with the pit crew of Sammy Maloof Racing Engines. 

Sammy, whose father was a Seabee in the Navy has a real heart for our veterans and is a Hollywood stunt car driver, racing 
engine shop owner in San Gabriel and also conducts a mentoring program for kids and young adults. 

His daughter is also a race car and stunt car driver, and is known as Hot Rod Hanna on the drag racing circuit. 

The entire speedway venue is extremely accessible and the grandstands are right on top of all the action to make it excit-
ing. 

All the squealing tires and smoke at the starting line is also pretty exciting. 

During the event, Nellis Air Base jets flew so low you could wave to the pilots. It was fun to watch them practice banking, 
landing and taking off. 

The jets weren't the only military display. There were also dragster cars sponsored by the Marines, Navy, Air Force; alone 
with several more show cars with military themes. 

It was a great atmosphere for families. Definitely fun for everybody. The sounds of the cars are exhilarating but not over-
whelming for those who can't tolerate the sounds. 

LAS VEGAS SPEEDWAY 
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Depending on which race you attend on the calendar, there will be plenty to do. 

There is plenty of nice smooth pavement for any wheelchair to maneuver on. 

Getting in the stands is super simple. You can drive your van and unload directly behind 
the grandstands. There is a short 30 yards or so to go through a short tunnel where you 
can sit in your wheelchair right up to the guardrail in front of the drag strip in front of the 
stands. 

Your view of all the action will be just as good as anyone else's. 

And if you just want to roll around, there are different advantage points to watch the race 
so you can see the burnouts, starting line and much farther down the track. 

If it's one of those scorching hot days in Las Vegas, directly behind and under the stands 
there's plenty of shade with picnic tables and concessions for you to get out of the sun 
and enjoy some cool drinks and food. It only takes a couple of seconds to get from the 
front of the stands to the back in the shade. 

If you happen to take in a race during the week days, you'll probably get a chance to see 
fighter jets from the air base and their roaring engines are just as loud as the dragsters go-
ing down the strip. They fly low and do a lot of banking as they come towards their land-
ing area. It's quite a big display. 

There are plenty of large accessible bathrooms for any oversized wheelchairs. 

As far as hotel accommodations there is only one Motel 6 available across the street from 
the racetracks. If you don't reserve a room ahead of time it will likely be booked already. 
You'll have to get a room in Vegas and take the 15 miles to the track. But it's an easy and 
fast ride down the 15 Freeway. 

when you exit the freeway on I-15, make a right turn, drive straight until you see parking 
lot #13. Park there, walk across the street, purchase your ticket, get back in your car and 
then drive through the gate towards the drag race grandstand. 

Also a tip for those of you who use a Hoyer lifter; most hotels have the beds blocked un-
derneath preventing you from using your lifter. If they don't have a workable bed, ask the 
hotel if they have a ROLL AWAY BED for your lifter legs to go under and a BIGGER 
room. 

I took advantage of that at the Renaissance hotel for no extra charge. However, if you 
stay there be aware that getting into the parking area is a bit tricky. It's a steep upcline that 
requires stopping, punching a parking ticket and breaking simultaneously while on a steep 
upcline. 

If you have an RV you can even camp at the track. You can check the web site for prices. 

I want to thank again the Paralyzed Veterans Association for helping make this an exciting 
and enjoyable journey and experience. 

 

Michael Howell 

PVA California Chapter Member 
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Allen Williams, NSO, PVA, Los Angeles Regional Office 8/17/2022 

New Law Makes Long Sought Claims for Exposure Now Presumptive Claims 

The PACT Act is a new law that expands VA health care and benefits for Veterans exposed to burn pits and other toxic 

substances. This law helps us provide generations of Veterans — and their survivors with the care and benefits they’ve 

earned and deserve. 

The PACT Act will bring these changes: 

• Expands and extends eligibility for VA health care for Veterans with toxic exposures and Veterans of the Vietnam,       
 Gulf War, and post-9/11 eras 

• Adds more than 20 new presumptive conditions for burn pits and other toxic exposures 

• Adds more presumptive-exposure locations for Agent Orange and radiation 

• Requires VA to provide a toxic exposure screening to every Veteran enrolled in VA health care 

• Helps us improve research, staff education, and treatment related to toxic exposure 
 
It also requires the Veterans Administration to expand health care to veterans exposed to toxic chemicals during 

service in Vietnam, the Gulf War and global war on terrorism. 

 

Burn Pit Exposure 

Located near military bases, some of these pits were nearly as large as three city blocks and were used by the military to 

incinerate chemical weapons, computer hardware, human remains, medical waste, asbestos, pesticides, paint cans, fuels, 

rubber and other materials. 

“Toxic smoke, thick with poison spreading through the air and into the lungs of our troops,” Biden said after signing 

the bill. “When they came home, many of the fittest and best warriors that we sent to war were not the same. Head-

aches, numbness, dizziness, cancer.” 

Most important, the PACT Act removes the burden of proof and gives veterans the benefit of doubt at a time of des-

perate need. 

Serviceman have long been denied benefits for burn pit exposure-related diseases by the Veterans Administration. Be-

tween 2007 and 2020, nearly 80% of those claims were denied. Of the 12,582 claims for these benefits during that time 

period, only 2,828 were approved, according to the Veterans Administration. 

The Pact Act is officially called “The Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson Honoring our Promise to Address Compre-

hensive Toxics Act of 2022,”.  Named after a 39 year old vet who was exposed to burn pits during his duty in 2006 Iraq. 

In May 2020, Robinson died from his illness, leaving behind a widow and an 8-year-old daughter.  

Gulf War Era & Post 9/11 

Burn Pit and Toxic Exposure Now Presumptive 

Added more than 20 burn pit and other toxic exposure presumptive conditions based on the PACT Act. This change 
expands benefits for Gulf War era and post-9/11 Veterans. 

These cancers are now presumptive: 

 Brain cancer 
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 Gastrointestinal cancer of any type 

 Glioblastoma 

 Head cancer of any type 

 Kidney cancer 

 Lymphatic cancer of any type 

 Lymphoma of any type 

 Melanoma 

 Neck cancer 

 Pancreatic cancer 

 Reproductive cancer of any type 

Respiratory (breathing-related) cancer of any type 

These illnesses are now presumptive: 

 Asthma that was diagnosed after service 

 Chronic bronchitis 

 Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 

 Chronic rhinitis 

 Chronic sinusitis 

 Constrictive bronchiolitis or obliterative bronchiolitis 

 Emphysema 

 Granulomatous disease 

 Interstitial lung disease (ILD) 

 Pleuritis 

 Pulmonary fibrosis 

Sarcoidosis 
Viet Nam Era Conditions Now Presumptive 

Agent Orange Presumptives 

Based on the PACT Act, added 2 new Agent Orange pre-
sumptive conditions: 

• High blood pressure (also called hypertension) 

• Monoclonal gammopathy of undetermined significance 
(MGUS) 

If you think you’re eligible for VA health care and benefits, 
we encourage you to apply now. 

Viet Nam Locations  

Added these 5 new locations to the list of presumptive lo-
cations: 

 Any U.S. or Royal Thai military base in Thailand from 
January 9, 1962, through June 30, 1976  

 Laos from December 1, 1965, through September 30, 
1969 

James Miller    

James Ller   

William Baker    

Pepito Eclarinal   

William Giles 

Jesus Garcia 

Daniel Stansell 

Alejandro Calvo 

George Gibson 

Manuel Alonso 

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN... 

Members who we have recently learned of their passing. 

Lloyd Broyles 

Robert Hampton 

William Craig 

Ronald Hayward 

David Anderson 

Robin Rustan 

John Carter 

Benjamin Vinuya 

Kurt Phillips  

William Owens 

Robert Grant  

James Patton 

Lee Wilkins 

John Gatlin 

Joe Borland 

Landis Berthiaume 

Louis Smith 
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 Cambodia at Mimot or Krek, Kampong Cham Province from April 16, 1969, through April 30, 1969 

 Guam or American Samoa or in the territorial waters off of Guam or American Samoa from January 9, 1962, through 
July 30, 1980 

• Johnston Atoll or on a ship that called at Johnston Atoll from January 1, 1972, through September 30, 1977 

If you served on active duty in any of these locations, we’ll automatically assume (or “presume”) that you had exposure to 
Agent Orange. 

Radiation Presumptive Locations 

Added these 3 new response efforts to the list of presumptive locations: 

 Cleanup of Enewetak Atoll, from January 1, 1977, through December 31, 1980 

 Cleanup of the Air Force B-52 bomber carrying nuclear weapons off the coast of Palomares, Spain, from January 17, 
1966, through March 31, 1967 

• Response to the fire onboard an Air Force B-52 bomber carrying nuclear weapons near Thule Air Force Base in 
Greenland from January 21, 1968, to September 25, 1968 

If you took part in any of these efforts, the VA will automatically assume (or “presume”) that you had exposure to radia-
tion. 

If you’re a Veteran or survivor, you can file claims now to apply for PACT Act-related benefits.  Contact your local VA or 
your Veterans Service Organization for assistance.  You can also get more information at https://www.va.gov/resources/
the-pact-act-and-your-va-benefits/. 

Welcome to the Paralyzed Veterans of  America, California Chapter  

Eduardo Rodriguez 

Vivian Murray 

Gary Crabtrey 

Benjamin Castro 

Matthew Blakeman 

Ronnie White 

Eric Reyes 

Billy Bollinger 

 

New Members 
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HAPPY  

BIRTHDAY  

Jeff Hider 

Glendon Laningham 

Dwaine Zanders 

Edward Axton 

Robert Graham 

Kareen Harmon 

William Gladney 

Melvin King 

Alvin Uttecht 

Phillip Kazanjian 

Timothy Cassidy 

Rocco Paniccia 

Matthew Zwirn 

John Hammond 

James McGilberry 

Frank Bishop 

Isabelle McBeth 

Steven Olitzky 

LeRoy Striegel 

John Worley 

Thomas Rhodes 

Michael Donahue 

Steven Bassett 

Scott Anderson 

Bobby Thompson 

Eric Reyes 

Ronald Santos 

Michael  Ash 

Jose Rodriguez 

Gene Jenkins 

Matthew McLauchlin 

Kevin Hancock 

Leslie Perry 

Juan Pedroza 

Lance Machamer 

Daniel McDonald 

Raymond De Rouen 

Larry Colman 

Herbert Smart 

Felipe Adams 

Louis Tyce 

Obie Powell 

Edward Wiesing 

Russell Peterson 

Richard Randall 

Sarah Labrada 

Wayne Griffin  

May 

June 

Raymond Baldhosky 

Ruth Jernigan 

Enrique Chavez 

Tyran Griffin 

Joseph Means 

Martine Peralta 

Pamela Holleman 

Vincent Blanco 

Lamar Benjamin 

Terri Santiago 

Michael Flood 

Daniel Agas 

Victor Nicassio 

Douglas Beverly 

Linnea King 

Raymond Cochran 

Joseph Cabrera 

Donald Grubbs 

Iran White 

Kristin Gorman 

Major Lewis 

Frederick Gee 

Orin Nesbitt 

Al Marconi 

Shepherd Petit 

Sang Choh So 

Michael Milne 

Leonard Johnson 

Rory Franklin 

Gary Latta 

John Kincaid 

Ernest Mata 

George  Platko 

Andy Alvarez 

Brian Reaves 

Richard McDavid 

Frank Mathy 

Albert Cooley 

John Gaines 

James Ingles 

Robert Aaron 

David Andrew 

Ramon Salazar 

Edgar De Los Santos 

Gary Reeder 

Cliff Mansfield 

Alexander Simpson 

Donald Heys 

Joe Zamora 

David Monson 

July 

James Morgan 

Gary Lear 

Teresa Gaspar 

Daniel Harold 

Gary Hershberger 

Donald Medeiros 

Algae Caffey 

Robert Decker 

George Martin 

Henry Stokes 

Suzanne Horie 

David Cho 

Lafrance White 

Philip Nolan 
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James Bowlin 

Gary Plote 

Gary Figelski 

Stephen Goodman 

Francesco Mancini 

Mark Jefferson 

Reggie Breaux 

Christobal Flores 

Martin Jacob 

John Holley 

Elmer Jacobs 

Douglas Champa 

Jesus Llamas-

Peralta 

Richard Wilhelm 

Louis Fazzi 

Jerry Stern 

Darryl Spellacy 

Oliver Magbanua 

Ron Kovic 

Refugio Rico 

William Campbell 

Richard Saeger 

Lakeisha Taylor 

Matthew Thomas 

Susan Goding 

Marcus Pacheco 

James Easley 

Linda Strong 

Ravi Sharma 

Daniel Long 

Robert Parrish 

August 

Robert Price Jr. 

Darrel Roddenberry 

Gary Griffith 

Basil Brooks 

Eugene Webber 

Frank Kamita 

Marvin Arnold 

Jon McClure 

Alfred Alvarez 

Robert Flagg 

Michael Slater 

Lance Toguchi 

Roger Steele 

Thomas Smith 

Willie Jackson 

Michael Minor 

Paul Frazier 

Bruce Marcotte 

Leslie Feickert 

Leonard Snyder 

Gary Petillo 

Earl Spaulding 

Walter Mager 

Michael Tuel 

Anthony Bertrand 

Thomas Jennings 

Andrew Schulz 

Edward Seropian 

Leonard Ortega 

Michael Malady 

Lee Specht 

John Rogers 

Troy Allender 

Christopher Patterson 

Roberto Ramos 

Robert Ross 

John Smith 

Aaron Wheeler 

Robert Gaitan 

Julia Dodich 

Kalijah Anderson 

Jermaine Washington 

Teresa Hanson 

William McDaniel 

Shaun Brewer 

Kevin Ortiz 

Deborah Crawford 

Terry Pennebaker 

John Thompson 

Gary Haber 

Steve Javier 

Denise Gutowski 

Christopher Harrison 

John Noe 

Dale Strickland 

Terrence Correll 

Kiyofumi Matsuura 

Richard Altamirano 

Larry Crone 

Charles Fore 

Jose Frias 

Kevin Holloway 

Richard Sohn 

James Becker 

Jose Tovar 

Richard Trivitt 

Lyle Holmes 

Michael Metal 

Gerald Stickler 

Fred Kline 

Joseph DeVere 

Derec Chumley 

Vincent Smith 

Marjorie Finnegan 

Lewis Main 

Rodney Thomas 

Thomas Ross 

Ronnie White 

Gary Crabtrey 

Alan Hastings 

Bruce Cuppinger 

David Patten 

Ronald Sterk 

Edward Santillanes 

Stan Payne 

Earnest Oliver 

David Guggenheimer 

Armond Briscoe 

Frank Swensen 

Charles Olmstead 

Richard Cocio 

Michael Murphy 

Stark Stanfield 

Gregg Gillen 

Jerry Brown 

Timothy Kahn 

Lester Wood 

Tom Sheahan 

Christopher Sc- 

hmitt 

Daryl Bryant 

September 

Winford Casteel 

Robert Molinatti 

Melvin Moyetta 

Grant Perodeau 

Michael Farnsworth 

H
A

P
P

Y
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T

H
D

A
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5901 E. 7th Street 

Bldg. 150 Room R-204 

Long Beach, CA 90822 

 

Office: 562-826-5713 

 

info@pvacc.org 

www.pvacc.org 

 

Office Hours 

Mon-Fri, 8:00AM-4:00PM 
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